Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
The Christmas Tree – Rachael Bryson

The Chrismon Ornaments – Sharon Fetterhoff

The Lights – Scott, Theresa, Daniel & Elam Miller

Carol


“O Christmas Tree”

(See Insert)

The Scripture Lesson:  Luke 2:8-17, Matt 2:7-11 – Doris Hand

The Nativity – Donna Novinger

Carol
  



“Away in a Manger”
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The Scripture Lesson:  I John 2:2 – Dan Yutronich
& The Poinsettia
Carol
   “We three Kings”
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(Sing Refrain Only – 1 Time) 

Pastoral Prayer – Pastor Kris
* Closing Carol
   “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 
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Tolling of the Church Bells
* Benediction – Pastor Kris
* Piano Postlude & The Trimming of the Tree

Worship Service: We welcome you today November 27h to our Hanging of the Greens Service on the First Sunday of Advent!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
    [image: image1.jpg]1st Sunday of Advent




                        November 27, 2022

        HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE
                   The First Sunday of Advent

      Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

         The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H 

                              Halifax, PA 17032

                                                                           Pastor Kristine Heckard
 Church Office (717-896-3118)   Pastor Cell 717-818-3041
 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org         

 Email -valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL P
HONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
HANGING OF THE GREEN’S SERVICE

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

Sunday, November 27, 2022
10:15 A.M.

The First Sunday of Advent
Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
Prelude

Greeting and Announcements – Norine Goss
*Call to Worship – Pastor Kris
Leader:
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, the King?

People:
With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty.

Leader:
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, the eternal Christ?

People:
With garlands of wreaths of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever-living, ever green.

Leader:
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, our savior?

People:
With arrangements of holly and ivy, symbolizing His passion, death and resurrection.

Leader:  
How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus, the Son of God?

People:
By hearing again the words of the prophets who foretold the saving work of God.

Leader:
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

All:
All Glory to God in the highest!
*Carol
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
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Meaning of the Service – Carol Knight
The Paraments – Seth Guertin
The Lessons – Leon Shaffer
Lighting the Altar Candles – Marie Herb
Opening Prayer – Shirley Miller
The Tradition of the Advent Wreath – Bridget Campbell
Lighting the Advent Wreath – Jon & Alex Novinger
Carol


       “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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The Scripture Lesson:  Jeremiah 23:5-6 – Ed Dobbin
& The Cedar
Hymn  


“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”
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(Verses 1 & 5)
The Scripture Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 – Gerry Wiest
The Evergreens – Jan Quinn
The Carol



“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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(Verses 1 & 2)
The Scripture Lesson:  Isaiah 53:1-6 – Sue Faust
The Holy and the Ivy – Norine Goss
Carol


   “The Holly and the Ivy”

(See Insert)

The Scripture Lesson:  John 1:1-5, 9-14 – Kenny Bechtel
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Samuel Snyder, (Ann Hale’s grandson); Carol Knight, (Surgery Dec. 5); Ed Dobbin; Colton Faust, (Harrisburg Hosp. Aren Faust’s son); Jan Szeerba, (Norine Goss’ Friend); Lynda Comfort Homet, (Susan Snyder’s Friend); Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz (Surgery); Ed Berra (Pending Surgery); Susan Lazor; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger;  Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler; Arletta Thomas, (Polk Personal Care, Rm. 206, 301 N. St., Millersburg, PA 17061)
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
  CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                   10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                  ‘Hanging of the Greens’  First Sunday of Advent
Dec. 3 - 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Craft Fair
Dec. 4 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), Communion Servers: Marie Herb, Seth Guertin
Dec. 5-17 - Toys for Tots will use social hall to sort toys
Dec. 11 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                   10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Dec. 13 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

Dec. 18 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                   10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
NO Elders, Deacons, Council Meetings in December.
LAY READERS: Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens; Dec. 4 - Carol Knight; Dec. 11 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Dec. 18 - Sue Faust.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Nov. 27 - Marie Herb; Dec. 4 - Donna Novinger; Dec. 11 - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 18 - To be announced. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS: We will no longer offer Giant Gift cards for sale.  The extra work they were causing outweighed the benefits.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.     
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday December 13, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken, Filling, Corn, Fruit salad, Dessert. Meals to be reserved by Thurs. Dec. 8th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers. 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Devotional for November 27, 2022

Invocation:
O God, whose Spirit works to illumine our darkened lives with the light of the gospel:  prepare now our minds and hearts that Christ may dwell in us, and ever reign in our thoughts as the King of Love, and the very Prince of Peace.  In Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Isaiah 2:2-5

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  Many people shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and s hall arbitrate for many people; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the lord!

Sermon:
“Christmas Without decorations”


When the prophet Isaiah thought about the coming of God - the Advent of God, he devised a world unified in worship and committed to peace.  In a vision lacking of rich colors, fine fabrics, sparkling stars, glittering ornaments, shimmering tinsel, and beautiful lights, Isaiah saw diverse people streaming to a site of sacred worship to celebrate as one mighty congregation the God who offered them salvation, instructed them about life, and inspired them to pursue the way of peace.  When we ponder the advent of God, what do we see?


What images come to mind when you think of Christmas?  Perhaps you remember a work of art portraying the journey to Bethlehem, the nativity, or the adoration of the Christ child!  Almost certainly some people see traditional symbols of the season such as the brilliantly lighted & decorated trees, garlands and fresh fruit decorating the door way of homes, warm fires burning as everyone gathers to eat their favorite food and to sing the favorite carols.


But what about Isaiah's vision?  Does it have any place in our thoughts today related to this season?  The way we see Advent determines our approach to the celebration of Christmas and influences our understanding of its meaning.  Does the essential work of Advent consist of shopping, decorating trees, and stringing lights, or is it more about opening our lives to the coming of God and learning to live in peace?  Will Christmas come only if we get ready for it?  Or, is Christmas a gift from God that arrives whether or not we are ready for it?


As a child I used to play Hiding Go Seek.  We would toss a coin to see who would be “It.”  The person who was it would count to 10 as everyone would run in different directions creating complete chaos until they would find that hiding place.  
One he got to 10 the person that was it would yell "Ready or not here I come."  It didn't matter whether you were ready or not the person who was it would come and find you.  Those ten seconds went so fast that there was hardly enough time to get ready to find a place.  You never thought they would find you and it usually came as a big surprise when they did.


From the perspective of the Bible, Christmas is a lot like that game.   The Advent of God appears to be more about surprise than prediction, disorder than order, revelation than decorations.  Please don't misunderstand.  The sermon is not intended to condemn the beauty of this liturgical season or to criticize decorations that traditionally go along with the Christmas season.  However the message is intended to call attention to a danger related to all this stuff and to affirm a fundamental truth about God's entrance into our lives.


A subtle and profound misunderstanding saturates the attitude of many people at this time of the year.  Listen to frequently recurring comments like these: 

 "I have so much to get done before Christmas can come; I'm not sure I will make it."  "It just can't be Christmas yet; I don't have my house cleaned and decorated."

At stake here is a big misconception - that Christmas comes most meaningfully to those who have prepared for it most lavishly - or who have put on an array of decorations.


Look at the truth of the matter.  God's entrance into our lives occurs at the initiative of God.  Christ arrives in our midst not as a reward for detailed preparations on our part, but as a result of divine compassion.  God comes to us whether or not we have made ready for the divine presence.


So the success of Christmas is not likely to happen by how well we have decorated for the event.  God comes in the midst of darkness and despair to bring light.  In Isaiah's time, in the first century and now, God shows up in people's lives not in response to preparations, but out of a mercy and love in response to the immense needs of humankind.  Christmas is an expression of God's grace.


Hear the good news and be freed from any deception suggesting that the success or failure of Christmas rests upon us.  Recognize the truth anticipated by the ancient prophet Isaiah - the Truth that was born in the little town of Bethlehem centuries ago.  The birth of Jesus was and is about revelation, not decorations - the revelation of God's incredible, intimate love for all people.


If during this Advent season you're able to tie ribbons, hang wreaths, adorn trees, and display lights to celebrate Christ's birth, that's great!  But, if your days are lacking of joy, if your life seems plagued with ugliness and sorrow and sadness rather than blessed with beauty and happiness, still Christ will come to you. Christmas will arrive in your life.  When it does, make room.  Don't have your life so cluttered with the decorations and frills, that there is no room for the Christ Child.  Put Him in the only place He can rightfully occupy, at the center of your thinking and planning and every single problem and joy.


Isaiah understood the nature of God as later was elaborated with great clarity in the Gospels. The God who joined the world in a smelly cattle stall somewhere down a backstreet in Bethlehem arrived where no lights blink and no flags fly, in hospital wards as well as in cathedrals, among mourners as well as amid carolers.


Let us not think for one moment that the success or failure of Christmas, or the reality, depends upon how we get ready for Christmas in our houses and places of work.  Christ does not need concerts, and banquets, and decorated trees to precede his advent among us.  What God does want and need from us is a loving and open heart to welcome Him, to make him King in our lives.  Let us open our hearts.  The Christ who has come, will come again.  Amen.
Prayer:
Lord God, we thank you in this festive season, for we are reminded that you commanded light to shine into our darkness which brought to us knowledge of your divine being in the face of Jesus Christ.  We thank you that that light increased in and through him and now shines in our world.  We thank you  that down through the years he has brought forgiveness from our sins in his unfailing grace and healing to all our hurts through the touch of  his love and the hope and promise of a new age of goodwill to all people.  

Lord, we praise you for all these blessings showered upon us in our lives.  And now we ask that you would help us to prepare a wide room in our hearts for the Child of Bethlehem.  May this Advent and Christmas be a time for deeper prayer and devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ.   May he who came first as a little child, come now as more than a child – the Savior – our Savior!   In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Benediction:

Now live in peace, for the one who came to earth to rescue you will lead you through all of life, until at last he brings you to the home not made with hands, but eternal in the heavens.  May the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you always.  Amen.

